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singularly critical; and the struggle which at
first brought Kanga Pillai killa and jaghir,
then made him renter of a wide tract of the
Carnatic, and at last ruined him, was 110 loss
than this: whether India was to be dominated
from Paris or London.   During tho greater
part of these twenty-five years, tho momentous
struggle was being fought out in South India
and upon  those sullen waters  which  roll
unceasingly on the pale, palm-fringed sands
of tho Coromandel Coast.   Of tho men and
circumstances of the time Eanga Pillai was
a close and interested observer ; and ho was
the only Indian observer whose views are
directly, positively known to us.   No doubt
'there were many whose memoirs would have
been more precious. Chand& S&hib's thoughts
upon Dupleix, Yusuf Kh&n's opinions on tho
campaigns  of Lally,  would  have  revealed
important aspects of the conflict.   But they
could hardly have displayed more fully and
closely the Indian attitude towards events
which were so deeply to influence the course of
modern Indian history. For-a Considerable time
the diarist swas the foremost Indian merchant
in an essentially mercantile community, and
the main intermediary between tho Governor
and   the Indians whom  he  governed. His
business it was to know all that was going
forward in the Indian quarter, to learn tho